
MCL 211.7u Poverty Exemption
Taxpayer Fact Sheet

MQL ?1',].I-U provides for a property tax exemption, in whole or part, for the principal
residence of persons who, by reason of pove(y, are unable to contribute to the public
charges. For the purposes of the poverty exemption, the term "principal residence" has
the same meaning as the term's principal residence exemption and qualified agricultural
property as defined in MCL 211.7dd. The exemption does not apply to property owned
by a corporation.

How To Apply For The Poverty Exemption

To request a poverty exemption, a taxpayer must file:

1 . Form 5737 Application and Affirmation for MCL 211 .7u Poverty Exemption
2. All required additional documentation ($uch as federallstate income tax retums)

Form 5737, along with any additional documentation, must be filed with the local
assessing unit where the property is located. Do not file this form with the
Department of Treasury or the State Tax Commission. The form may be submitted
to the local assessing unit on or after January 1 but before the day prior to the last day
of the December Board of Review during the year in which the exemption is requested.
Taxpayers should contact the local assessing unit directly to verify submission deadlines
to ensure that their applicalion is revrewed by a Board of Review during that calendar
yeat.

1 . Own and occupy the property as a principal residence.
2. Provide federal and state income trax retums for lhe cunent or immediately

preceding year, including any property tax credits, for all persons residing in the
principal residence (disclosure of the income of an owner who is not residing in
the principal residence is not required). Federal and state income tax retums are
not required for a person residing in the principal residence if that person was not
required to file a federal or state income tax retum. lnstead, Form 4988, Poverty
Exemptian Affidayit may be liled for all persons residing in the residence who
were not required to file federal or stale income tax returns in the current or
immediately preceding year.

3. Produce a valid driver's license or other form of identification, if requested.
4. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property, if

requested.
5. Meet the tederal poverty guidelines published in the prior calendar year in the

Federal Register by the United States Deparlment of Health and Human
Services or alternative guidelines adopted by the local assessing unit. The

ln addition to filing Form 5737 and any supporting documentation, a taxpayer must do
all of the following to be eligible for the poverty exemption:



alternative guidelines Gannot provide income eligibility requirements less than the
federal guidelines.

6. Meet the asset level test adopted by the local assessing unit.

Appeal Rights
An appeal of a decision made by the March Board of Review must be filed by
completing and submitting a petition to the Michigan Tax Tribunal no later than July 31

of the same year. A decision of the July or December Board of Review may be appealed
by tiling a petition with the Michigan Tax Tribunal within 30 days of the Board of
Review's decision. Additional information on how to file an appeal is available by
contacting the Michigan Tax Tribunal or by visiting its website at
https://www.michiqan.oovltaxtribunal.



ALLOUEZ TOWNSIIP
102 Second Steet

MohawL, Michigan 49950-0064
Phone: (906) 337-2302 F ax: (906) 331-2090

RESOLUTION FOR POYERTY EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION # : 2026-02-11-01

WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is requiled of the Tov'nship Board;
and

'{/HEREAS, the principal residence ofpersons, who d-re Supervisor/Assessor and Board of Review
determines by reason of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public charge, is eligible for
exemption irr whole or in part ftom taxadon under Public Act 390 or 1994 (I\4CL 21 1.7u); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 390 of 1994, the Township of Allouez, Keweenaw County adopts the
following guidelines for t}le Boatd of Review to implement. Ttre guidelines shall include but not be
limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in the
household, including any propefty tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately preceding
yeat;

To be eligible, a person shall do ali the foilowi.ng on an amua.l basis:

Be an owner ofand occupy as a prhcipal residence the ptopetw for which an
exemption is requested.
File a claim with the supervisor/assessor or Board of Review, accompanied by
federal and state income tax retums for all persons residrng in the principal
residence, including any propefty tax credit returns filed in the immediately
prcceding year or the cwrent year.
File a claim reporting that the combined assests of all pelsons do not exceed the
current guidelines. Assests ilclude but are not limited to, real estate other than the
principal residence, personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehides and
equipmeng certificates of deposit, savings accounts, checkilg accounts, stocks,
bonds, life iasurance, retirement funds, etc.
Produce a valid driver's license or other form ofidentification if requested.
Produce, if requested, a deed, land contract, or othet evidence of o'lrnership of the
property for which an exemption is requested.
Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by
the United States Department of Health and Human Services.

Meet the requi-rements of the Asset Test deta.iled belov/.
Thc application for an exempdon shall be FrJed afterJaouary 1, but one day prior to
the last day of the Board of Revievr. The filing of this claim constitutes an
appearance before the Board of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of
appeal to the Michigan Tax Triburla.l.
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FEDERAL PO\IERTY INCOME GUIDELINES

The following are the federal povetty income guidelines which are uPdated anflually by the Uruted
States Deparm-rent of Health aod Human Serv-ices. The aanual allowable income includes income
for a.ll persoos residiog in the prirrcipal residence.

ASSET TEST

Pria ary Residerce
The primary residence is exempt from consideration, as are secoadary structures on the primary
tesidence parcel.

Hoytehold.4tsets
The standard household assets necessary to hold and maintain a household are exempt up to
$40,000 of fair market value.

Tran tpo rtofio n

One vehicle is exempt, not to exceed a fair market value of 930,000

Ro tirc m e nt .4r r o ra rr tJ
All retirement accounts .rrill be exempt if drey are not eligible for distdbution at the time of
application-

No r-Cash Be neJitt
All fedetal non-cash programs such as Medicate, Medicaid, veteran's benefits are exempt.

All other assests must be identified and docr:rnentation provided to tl-re AJlouez Township Board of
Review Based on the assets listed on the Poverty Exemption Applicatioo, the Board of Review may
gtant the applicant a 0ok, 25ok, 50oh,7 5ok, or 1000/o exemption.

Size of Family Unit Poverry Guidlines

1 $15,650

') $21,1s0

3 fi26,650

+ $32,150

J $37,650

6 $43,150

7 $48,6s0

8 $54,150

For e acb additiotalperson $s,s00
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NOW, THEPEFORE, BE IT RESOL\G,D that the supervisor/assessor and Board of Revrew shall
follow' the above stated polic,v and federal guidelines in granting or denying an exemption.

The foregoing resolution offered by: Trustee Tarvis

Second offered by Board Member: Supewisor Aho

Upon roll cdl vote, the following voted:

"Aye": Supervisor Aho, Cletk Patrick, Tteasurer Nerpman, Trustee Tarvis, and Trustee Jobnson

"l.{ay'': None

"Absend': None

The Supervisor dedared the resolution adopted.

l trick,

Date February 11, 2026

Page: 3 of3



Mrchigan Oepartmenl of Treasury
5737 (01-21) Page 1 ol4

Application for MCL 211.7u Poverty Exemption
This form rs issued under lhe aulho.ity of lhe General Properly Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 1893, IVCL 211.7u.

MCL211.7u of the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 1893, provides a property tax exemption for the principal
residence of persons who, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute toward the public charges. This application is to be
used to apply for the exemption and must be filed with the Board of Review where the property is located. This application
may be submitted to the city or township the property is located in each year on or after January 1.

PART 1: PERSONAL INFORMATION - Petitioner must list all required personal information
Dayilme Phone Number

Age of Spouse Numberol Legal Dependenls

Property Address ol Princlpal Residence ctv

! Cnect if applied for Homestead Property Tax Credit
Amount oi Homestead Property Tax Credit

PART 2: REAL ESTATE INFORMATION

Prcperty Parcel Code Number Name of 
^,lortgage 

Company

Unpaid Balance Owed on Pnncipal Resrdence Length of Time atlhis Residence

Propedy Descripnon

PART 3: ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION

Check if you own, or are buying, other property. lf checked, complete the
information below.

Amouni of lncome Eamed from olher Property

1

ctv State ZIP Code

Date of Lasl Ta(es Paid Amount of Taxes Pad

2

ctv ZIP Code

Date of Lasl Taxes Pard Amounl of Tates Paid

Continue on Page 2

To be considered complete, this application must: 'l) be completed in its entirety, 2) include information regarding all
members residing within the household, and 3) include all required documentation as listed within the application. Please
write legibly and attach additional pages as necessary.

I

stare 
I 

zrP code

List the real estate information related to your principal residence. Be prepared to provide a deed, land contract or other
evidence of ownership of the property at the Board of Revaew meeting.

List information related to any other property owned by you or any member residing in the household.

n



5737 . Page 2 ol 4

PART 4: EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION - List your cunenl

Address oi Empoyer ctv Stale zlP Code

EmployerTelephone Number

PART 5: INCOME SOURCES

Last all income sources, including but not limited to: salaries. Social Security, rents, pensions, lRAs (individual retirement
accounts), unemployment compensation, disability, government pensions, worker's compensation, dividends, claims and
judgments from lawsuits, alimony, child support, friend or family contribution, reverse mortgage, or any other source of
income, for all persons residing at the property.

Source of lncome
Monthly or Annual lncome

(indicate which)

CHECKING, SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT IN

List any and all savings owned by all household members, including but not limited to: checking accounts, savings
accounts, postal savings, credit union shares, certificates of deposit, cash, stocks, bonds, or similar investments, for ali
persons residing at the property.

Name of Financial lnstitution
or lnvestments

Amount
on Deposit

Current
lnterest Rate Name on Account

Value of
lnvestment

PART 7: LIFE INSURANCE - List all polacies held by all household members

Name of lnsured
Amount of

Policy
Monthly

Payments
Policy Paid in

Full Name of Beneficiary
Relationship to

lnsured

PART 8: MOTOR VEHICLE lt'IFORMATION

All motor vehicles (including motorcycles, motor homes, camper trailers, etc.) held or owned by any person residing
within the household must be listed.

Make Year Monthly Pavment Balance Owed

Continue on Page 3



5737 Page 3 ot4

PART 9: HOUSEHOLD OCCUPANTS - List all persons living in the household

First and Last Name Aqe
Relationship
to AoDlicant Place of Emplovment

$ Contribution to
Family lncome

PART 10: PERSONAL DEBT - List all personal debt for all household members.

Creditor Purpose of Debt
Oate

of Debt Oriqinal Balance Monthly Payment Balance Owed

PART 11: MONTHLY EXPENSE INFORMATION

The amount of monthly expenses related to the principal resadence for each category must be listed. lndicate N/A as
necessary.

Healrng

Clolhing

Garbage Car Expefse (gas. rcpair etc )

Other (lype and amo'rnl) Other (type and amount) Other (lype and amouni)

Other (type and amou.t) Oiher (type and amount) Other (lype afld amo!nt)

Continue and sign on Page 4



NOTICE: Per MCL 211.7u(2xb), federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence,
including any property tax credit returns, filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year must be submitted
with this application. Federal and state income tax returns are not required for a person residing in the principal residence
if that person was not required to lile a federal or state income tax return in the tax year in which the exemption under this
section is claimed or in the immediately preceding tax year.

This application shall be filed after January 1, but before the day prior to the last day of the local unit's December
Board of Review.

Decision of the March Board of Review may be appealed by petition to the Michigan Tax Tribunal by July 31 of
the current year. A July or December Board of Review decision may be appealed to the Michigan Tax Tribunal by
petition within 35 days of decision. A copy ofthe Board of Review decision must be included with the petition.

Michigan Tax Tribunal
PO Box 30232
Lansing Ml 48909

Phone: 517-335-9760
E-mail: taxtrib@michigan.gov

PART 11: POLICY AI.ID GUIDELINES ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The governing body ofthe local assessing unit shall determine and make available to the public the policy and guadelines
used for the granting of exemptions under MCL 2'11.7u. ln order to be eligible for the exemption, the applacant must meet
the federal poverty guidelines published in the prior calendar year in the Federal Register by the United States Department
of Health and Human Services under its authority to revise the poverty line under 42 USC 9902, or alternative guidelines
adopted by the governing body of the local assessing unit so long as the alternative guidelines do not provide income
eligibility requirements less than the federal guidelines. The polacy and guidelines must include, but are not limited to,
the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and total household income and assets. The combined assets of all
persons must not exceed the limits set forth in the guidelines adopted by the local assessing unit.

The applicant has reviewed the applicable policy and guidelines adopted by the city or township, including the
specific income and asset levels of the claimant and total household income and assets.

PART 12: CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify to the best of my knowledge that the information provided in this form is complete, accurate and I am
eligible for the exemption from property taxes pursuant to Michigan Compiled Law, Section 211.7u.

Srgnature



Michigan Departmenl ol Treasury
5739 (01-21)

Affirmation of Ownership and Occupancy to Remain Exempt by Reason
of Poverty
This form is rssued under the authority of Public Act 253 of 2020

This form is to be used to affirm ownership, occupancy, and income status. iilcl 211.7u(2) provides that, to be eligible for
exemption under this section, a person shall, subject to subsection (6) and (8), annually affirm that the applicant owns and
occupies, as a principal residence, the property for which an exemption is requested.

PART 1: OWNER INFORMATION - Enter information forthe person owning and occupying the residence
Owner Telephone N!mber

Stale ZIP Codectv

PART 2: LEGAL DESIGNEE INFORMATIOtI (Complete if applicable.)
Day,ljme Telephone NumberLegal Designee Name

cdv ZIP Code

PART 3: HOMESTEAD PROPERTY INFORMATION - Enter information for properly in which the exemption is being claimed
CountyCity or Townshrp (check the appmpriale box and enter name)

E city ! Township I vittage

Name of LocalSchool Drsinci

Parcel ldent!ficanon Number Yea(s) Exemplron Prevrously Granled by Board of Review

State ZIP CodeSomestead Propedy Addrcss City

PART 4: AFFIRMATION OF OWNERSHIP, OCCUPANCY AND INCOME STATUS (Check all boxes that apply.)

! lown the property in which the exemption is being claimed

The property in which the exemption is being claimed is used as my homestead. Homestead is generally defined
as any dwelling with its land and buildings where a family makes its home.

Afier establishing initial eligibility for the exemption, my income and asset status has remained unchanged and/or
I receive a fixed income solely from public assistance that is not subject to significant annual increases beyond the
rate of inflation, such as federal Supplemental Security lncome or Social Security disability or retirement benefits.

PART 5: CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify to the best of my knowledge that the information provided on this form is true and I am eligible to receive
an exemption from property taxes by reason of poverty pursuant to Michigan Compiled Law, Section 21'l .7u.

Owner or Legal Desisnee Name (print) Dale

f, Approved ! Denied lnttactr appeal instructions and provide to owner)

Designee must aftach a letter of authority.

Tax Yea(s) exempt on wll be posted lo tax roll

CERTIFICATION - I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in this form is complete and
accurate.

Dale Certr,ied by Assessor

LOCAL GOVERNMENT USE ONLY (DO NOT WRITE BELOWTHIS LINE)

Signaiure orOwner or Legal Des,gnee



Mlchigan Department ol Trcasury
4988 (05-12)

Poverty Exemption Affidavit
This form rs issued under aulhonty of Publlc Acl206 of 1893i NlCL 211 7u

INSTRUCTIONS: When completed, this document must accompany a taxpayer's Application for Poverty Exemption flled
with the supervisor or the board of review of the local unit where the property is located. MCL 211 .7u provides for a whole
or partial property tax exemption on the principal residence of an owner of the property by reason of poverty and the
inability to contribute toward the public charges. MCL 211 .7u(2)(b) requires proof of eligibility for the exemption be provided
to the board of review by supplyang copies of federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal
residence, including property tax credit returns, or by filing an affidavit for all persons residing in the residence who were not
required to file federal or state income tax returns for the current or preceding tax year.

l, , swear and affirm by my signature below that I

reside in the principal residence that is the subject of this Application for Poverty Exemption and that

for the current tax year and the preceding tax year, I was not required to file a federal or state income

tax return.

Address of Principal Residence

Signature of Person Making Affidavit Date


